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About the portfolio excerpts 

 

 

The annotated portfolio samples included here are excerpts from learner portfolios as teachers began to 

use Portfolio-Based Language Assessment in their classrooms. Excerpts from various learner portfolios 

(rather than the entire portfolio of one or two learners) were used to better illustrate a range of 

approaches and assessment tools across levels and skills.  

The samples are not meant to be ‘perfect’ or show the ‘only’ way to approach the development of 

assessment tasks. The call-outs highlight aspects of good PBLA practice and illustrate why the sample 

was included. As we continue to use assessment for learning strategies in our classrooms, share and 

reflect on our practice, and keep informed of emerging research, our community of PBLA practice will 

continue to develop.  It is our intent to update the files with additional examples over time. 

The annotated PBLA samples are presented in the following sections, each in a separate file so that they 

can be viewed individually: 

 About Me (which includes autobiographies, needs assessment and goals, learning reflections and 

the About Me  section of learner portfolios at two different CLB levels); 

 Listening Excerpts 

 Speaking Excerpts 

 Reading Excerpts 

 Writing Excerpts 

We have included publication information for materials there were not teacher-developed as a 

requirement to having these samples available on a website. There is no intent to endorse any specific 

publication. 
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About Me Section 

 

 

This section includes the following samples:   

   Page 

 Autobiography   

CLB 1 My Story  5 

CLB 2 My Story  6 

CLB 3-4 My Life  7 

 Needs Assessment and Goals   

CLB 1-2 My Goals   8 

CLB 2 Theme- Health    11 

CLB 2 Theme- Health: Review of Goals  12 

CLB 5-6 Theme- Employment: Volunteering   13 

 Learning Reflections   

CLB 1-2 Portfolio Reflection  14 

CLB 3-4 Personal Reflection  16 

CLB 6 Learning Reflection- Banking  18 

 Two Learner Profiles   

CLB 3-4 Learner 1: Autobiography; My Needs Assessment;  Short and Long-
term Goals; Personal Reflection (1 and 2) 

20 

CLB 6-7 Learner 2: Needs Assessment;  My Goals; End of Semester 
Listening and Speaking Reflection 

25 
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Autobiography: My Story  

 CLB 1 
 

 

 

 

 Notes/Instructor Comments 

The purpose of this type of activity is to get to know the learner.  Since it is not intended as a 

diagnostic of the learner’s writing ability, errors in spelling are not corrected.  

Use of sentence 

stems and fill-in- 

the blanks are 

effective ways of 

eliciting responses 

at this level. 

Use of visuals to 

support 

understanding is 

appropriate for 

this level. 
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Autobiography: My Story  

 CLB 2 
 

 

 

 

         

Use of sentence 

stems and fill-in- 

the blanks are still 

appropriate ways 

of eliciting 

responses at this 

level. 

 

Use of visuals to 

support 

understanding is 

still appropriate at 

this level. 
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Autobiography: My Life  

 CLB 3-4 
 

 

 

 

 Notes/Instructor Comments 

This type of activity provides an opportunity for learners to share something about their lives 

and purposes for learning English. It can be an informal way for an instructor to get a general 

sense of a learner’s writing ability. However, grammar, spelling and punctuation are not 

corrected since the purpose is not to assess the learner’s writing. The purpose is to get to know 

the learner. 

 

Learners are free 

to write 

whatever 

information 

about their lives 

that they wish to 

share. 
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Needs Assessment and Goals: My Goals  

 CLB 1-2 
 

 

 

 Notes/Instructor Comments 

The instructor uses various approaches to communicate how to fill in the needs assessment 

form. She explains, “I send the form home for students to review with family or a dictionary and 

then get back to me; sometimes I partner a student with a buddy student who has already 

completed the form for guidance; occasionally  I use staff interpreters; I also use the language 

contained in the form in my classroom work; I sit down with a student and walk them through it 

if they have higher oral/aural skills; I get to know their lives and direct them to those parts of the 

form and ask them for a yes/no responses… mostly it is intuitive and subjective in approach. I 

have also visited the form after about 6 months in class and the students seem to have a better 

understanding. This is after a few months of providing feedback on their portfolio work.” 

 Use of visuals to 

support 

understanding 

of topic choices 

is appropriate at 

this level. 

  

Language is clear 

and easy to 

understand. 
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Needs Assessment and Goals: My Goals (cont.) 

 CLB 1-2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The handout 

elicits short- and 

long-term goals. 
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Needs Assessment and Goals: My Goals (cont.) 

 CLB 1-2 
 

 

 

 Notes/Instructor Comments 

Although some of the themes (e.g., getting a driver’s license or getting Canadian citizenship) are 

longer-term goals achievable at higher levels, identifying these goals at this level helps the 

instructor plan for learners’ longer term language-learning needs. 

The handout 

elicits personal 

language-

learning goals. 

Thematic choices 

from three contexts 

(community, work 

and education) are 

included. 
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Needs Assessment and Goals: Theme- Health  

 CLB 2 
 

 

 
 Notes/Instructor Comments 

This is an example of a needs assessment done at the beginning of a new theme to help the 

instructor plan lessons that include content relevant to learners’ needs. Students self-assess 

what they can do at the end of the module to review if they have met their goals (see next 

page). 

Goals are limited so 

that they can be 

achieved within a 

specific time frame. 

The language of 

the topic 

statements is 

appropriate for 

the level. 

The list includes a 

variety of topics 

for learners to 

choose from.  

The handout 

includes a space for 

learners to add 

their own ideas. 
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Needs Assessment and Goals: Theme- Health: 
Review of Goals   CLB 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 Notes/Instructor Comments 

 This is a review of the goals (identified on the previous page) to ensure they have been met. 

At this level, learners can 

practise face-to-face role 

plays that simulate a 911 

call, however they would not 

be assessed on this task.  
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Needs Assessment and Goals: Theme- Employment  

 CLB 5-6 
 

 

 

 Notes/ Instructor Comments 

This needs assessment helped the instructor plan for a module related to the topic of 

volunteering.  This particular course focuses on the development of reading and writing skills so 

tasks related to listening and speaking are not included.  

 

 

 

The language of 

the topic 

statements is 

appropriate for 

the level. 

Learners can 

rank each 

communication 

task in order of 

preference. The 

communication 

tasks are level-

appropriate. 
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Learning Reflections: Portfolio Reflection 

 CLB 1-2 
 

 

 

 

Learners reflect on 

specific 

communication 

tasks they feel they 

can now do. 
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Learning Reflections: Portfolio Reflection (cont.) 

 CLB 1-2 
 

 

 

 

 

Learners reflect on 

what they did to 

support their 

learning and not just 

on what they 

learned about 

specific themes and 

topics. 

Learners reflect on a 

short-term goal.  
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Learning Reflections: Personal Reflection  

 CLB 3-4 
 

 

 

Learners reflect on 

their learning and 

not just on content 

related to specific 

themes and topics. 

Questions 2, 3 and 4 

also help the 

instructor plan 

future lessons that 

meet learners’ 

needs. 

© 2015 Centre for Canadian Language Benchmarks. All rights reserved.



17 
 

 

Learning Reflections: Personal Reflection (cont.) 

 CLB 3-4 
 

 

 

 

 

Learners reflect on 

what they can do 

outside of class to 

improve their 

communication 

skills.  

Learners reflect on 

what they learned 

as well as their 

achievements.   
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Learning Reflections: Banking  

 CLB 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners reflect on 

specific 

communication 

tasks. 

Learners are 

encouraged to 

reflect on what 

helps them learn. 
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The following pages include several pages from the About Me sections of two learner portfolios at two 

different levels. The samples provide a snapshot of two learners:  

 

Learner 1: Autobiography; My Needs Assessment; Short and Long-term Goals; Personal 

Reflection (1 and 2) 

 

Learner 2: Needs Assessment, My Goals; End of Semester Listening and Speaking Reflection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Learner Profiles 
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 Notes/ Instructor Comments 

Grammar, spelling and punctuation were not corrected as the purpose of this activity 

was not to assess learners’ writing abilities.  

Two Learner Profiles: Autobiography 

 CLB 3-4 
 

Learners are 

encouraged to write 

whatever information 

they are comfortable 

sharing with the 

instructor. 
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Two Learner Profiles: My Needs Assessment 
 CLB 3-4 

 

Learners can rank 

their 

preferences.  

The handout 

includes a variety of 

topics from work, 

community, and 

education contexts 

that learners can 

choose from.  

Learners can add 

their own topic 

ideas.  
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Two Learner Profiles: Short and Long-term Goals  

 CLB 3-4 
 

Learners are 

encouraged to think 

about specific 

timelines for 

achieving their 

goals. 

The handout 

includes spaces for 

learners to reflect 

on their short- and 

long-term goals. 
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 Notes/ Instructor Comments 

This is an example of a reflection done at the end of a unit. The next page is an example of this 

learner’s reflections on the course as a whole.

Two Learner Profiles: Personal Reflection 1 

 CLB 3-4 
 

Learners reflect on 

what they can do 

outside of the class to 

improve their 

communication skills. 

Learners reflect on 

their learning as well 

as thematic content.  
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 Notes/ Instructor Comments 

This is an example of a reflection done at the end of the course. The previous page is an example 

of this learner’s reflections on one unit. 

 

Two Learner Profiles: Personal Reflection 2 

 CLB 3-4 
 

Learning reflection 

requires learners 

to think about 

their progress. 

Learners reflect on 

what helps them 

learn. 

 

Information to 

help the instructor 

plan lessons that 

meet learners’ 

needs in the 

future. 
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Two Learner Profiles: Needs Assessment  

 CLB 6-7 
 

Themes include 

community, work 

and study 

contexts. 

Learners can write 

their own ideas at 

this level. 
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Two Learner Profiles: My Goals  

 CLB 6-7 
 

Learners write 

about their long- 

and short-term 

goals. 
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 Notes/ Instructor Comments 

This class worked on listening/speaking skills. Learners attended a separate reading and writing 

class taught by a different instructor and a similar End of Semester Reading and Writing 

Reflection was done in that class. 

Two Learner Profiles:  End of Semester Listening 
and Speaking Reflection  CLB 6-7 

 

Questions are 

appropriate for 

the level. 

For questions 2 and 4, 

learners could also be 

encouraged to think about 

things they can do on their 

own to improve their 

language skills. 
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